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About This Literature Guide 



Secondary Solutions LLC is the endeavor of a high school English teacher who 
could not seem to find appropriate materials to help her students master the 
necessary concepts at the secondary level. She grew tired of spending countless 
hours researching, creating, writing, and revising lesson plans, worksheets, quizzes, 
tests, and extension activities to motivate and inspire her students, and at the same 
time, address those ominous content standards. Materials that were available were 
either juvenile in nature, skimpy in content, or were moderately engaging activities 
that did not come close to meeting the content standards on which her students 
were being tested. Frustrated and tired of trying to get by with inappropriate, inane£ 
lessons, she finally decided that if the right materials were going to be available*^ 
her and other teachers, she was going to have to make them herself. Mrs. Bowers 
set to work to create one of the most comprehensive and innovative Literature Guide 
sets on the market. Joined by a middle school teacher with 21 years of secondary 
school experience, Secondary Solutions LLC began, and has matured into a 
specialized team of intermediate and secondary teachers who have developed for 
you a set of materials unsurpassed by all others. v v> 

Before the innovation of Secondary Solutions LLC, materials that could be 
purchased offered a reproducible student workbook and a separate set of teacher 
materials at an additional cost. Other units provided the teacher with student 
materials only, and very often, the content standards were ignored. Secondary 
Solutions LLC provides all of the necessary materials for complete coverage of the 
literature units of study, including author biographies, pre-reading activities, 
numerous and varied vocabulary and comprehension activities, study-guide 
questions, graphic organizers, literary analysis and critical thinking activities, essay 
and writing ideas, extension activities, quizzes, unit tests, alternative assessment, 
and much more. Each Guide is designed to address the unique learning styles and 
comprehension levels of every student in your classroom. All materials are written 
and presented at the grade level of the learner, and include extensive coverage of 
the content standards. As an added bonus, all teacher materials are included. 

As a busy teacher, you don't have time to waste reinventing the wheel. You want to 
get down to the business of teaching. With our professionally developed teacher- 
written Literature Guides, Secondary Solutions LLC has provided you with the 
answer to your time management problems, while saving you hours of tedious and 
exhausting work. Our Guides will allow you to focus on the most important aspects 
of teaching — the personal, one-on-one, hands-on instruction you enjoy most — the 
reason you became a teacher in the first place. 



Secondares SoCutions LLC 




The First Solution for the Secondary Teacher® 
www.4secondarysolutions.com 
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How to Use Our Literature Guides 



Our Literature Guides are based upon the National Council of the Teachers of English and the 
International Reading Association's national English/Language Arts Curriculum and Content 
Area Standards. The materials we offer allow you to teach the love and full enjoyment of 
literature, while still addressing the concepts upon which your students are assessed. 

These Guides are designed to be used in their sequential entirety, or may be divided into 
separate parts. Not all activities must be used, but to achieve full comprehension and mastery of 
the skills involved, it is recommended that you utilize everything each Guide has to offer. Most 
importantly, you now have a variety of valuable materials to choose from, and you are not forced 
into extra work! X 

There are several distinct categories within each Literature Guide: 

• Exploring Expository Writing — Worksheets designed to address the explo«|£o*n and 
analysis of functional and/or informational materials and of the historical aspects of the text 

S Author Biography including heritage, beliefs, and customs of the author 

S Historical Context, including allusions and unique diction, comparison of situations 

across historical eras, analysis of theme relevant to the,Wstorical era 
S Biographies of relevant non-fictional characters ♦y^^ 

• Comprehension Check — Similar to Exploring Expository Writing, but designed for 
comprehension of narrative text — study questions designed to guide students as they read 
the text. Oj^ 

S Questions focus on Reading Comprehension and Analysis and cover a wide range of 
questioning based on Bloom's TaxonorK^ 

• Standards Focus — Worksheets and activities that directly address the content standards 
and allow students extensive practice in literary skills and analysis. Standards Focus 
activities are found within every chapter or section. Some examples: 

S Literary Response and Analysis, including Figurative Language, Irony, Flashback, 



Theme, Tone and Mood, Style, and Aesthetic Approach, etc. 
S Writing Strategies, including developing thesis statements, audience and purpose, 
sentence combining, concise word choice, developing research questions, etc. 

• Assessment Preparation — Vocabulary activities which emulate the types of vocabulary/ 
grammar proficiency on which students are tested in state and national assessments. 
Assessment Preparation activities are found within every chapter or section. Some 
example^, 

S Writing Conventions, including Parts of Speech, Precise Word Choice, Punctuation 
±\s vocabulary and Word Development, including Context Clues, 

Connotation/Denotation, Word Roots, Analogies, Literal and Figurative Language 
^ytSuizzes and Tests — Quizzes are included for each chapter or designated section; final tests 
as well as alternative assessment are available at the end of each Guide. 

• Pre-Reading, Post-Reading Activities, Essay/Writing Ideas plus Sample Rubrics — Each 
Guide also has its own unique pre-reading, post reading, and essay/writing ideas and 
alternative assessment activities. 



Each Guide contains handouts and activities for varied levels of difficulty. We know that not all 
students are alike — nor are all teachers! We hope you can effectively utilize every aspect our 
Literature Guides have to offer — we want to make things easier on you. If you need additional 
assistance, please email us at info@4secondarysolutions.com. Thank you for choosing 
Secondary Solutions LLC — The First Solution for the Secondary Teacher*. 
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Name 



Period 



Standards Focus: Author Biography— Louis Sachar 




What kind of writer are you? Do you plan your writing with a 
careful outline, or do you just start writing and see where 
your ideas take you? Do you like to talk about your ideas 
with a trusted friend or teacher, or do you write in private and 
prefer not to share? 



When Louis Sachar is writing a novel, he prefers not to share 
what he is writing until it is finished — even if that is five or six 
drafts and a year later! Until he is satisfied with his work, heX 
won't even talk about it with his wife and daughter. , *(2> 

He works on his novels regularly for a few hours a day: He 

1 — I 5—1 knows he won't get the story perfect the first timejfcb he 

keeps writing. Once a draft is finished, he'll write the novel over several times until he feels 
ready - then he shares it with his family and publisher. {\ 

Like all writers, Sachar developed his writing skills over time. He wrote stories for school, 
but never thought he'd grow up to be a writer. In college, he worked at a school as a 
teacher's helper and recess supervisor. This job gave him the idea for his first book, 
Sideways Stories from Wayside School. He even wrote himself into the novel! 

Sachar finished the book and sent it to publishers at the same time he entered law school. 
His first book (which would eventually become a series of books) was published while he 
was in law school, but he continued his schoolwork and became a lawyer even though he 
wanted to be a full-time writer. Eventually, his books began to sell well enough for him to 
quit his job as a lawyer and write full^ti 

Holes was published in 1998. It rCeeived several awards including the National Book Award 
and Newbery Medal Award. Later, it was made into a movie. 

Sachar has written many popular books including the Marvin Redpost series. He also wrote 
There's a Boy in the Girl's Bathroom, Sixth Grade Secrets and Small Steps which continues 
the story of a character from Holes. 

Just because Sachar has written many popular novels, doesn't mean that he thinks writing 
is always easy. He struggles with getting good ideas just like all writers, young and old. He 
keeps working to find ideas that work. When he gave his acceptance speech for the 
Newbery Prize he talked about how he gets his novels started. "One idea leads to another 
idea, and that idea leads to another idea, and that idea leads to another idea, until I have a 
story going." 



In 1985 he married his wife Carla, and they had a daughter, Sherre, in 1987. Today Sachar 
lives in Austin, Texas, and in his spare time, enjoys playing Bridge. 
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Standards Focus: Exploring Expository Writing — Author Biography 

Directions: Using what you read about Louis Sachar, answer the questions below. Write 
your answers in complete sentences. 

1 . Describe Sachar's habits as a writer. 



2. What might be both advantages and disadvantages to being a writer like Sachar? 



3? 



3. What do you think it means when the article states: "He even wrote himself into the 
novel"? 





4. What kind of writer are you? Do you share ai^oVfhe same writing habits as Sachar? 
Explain your answer. 



5. When you are choosing a book, does knowing it received an award help you decide to 
read it? Explain yowl^nswer. 

— 



.tjSo^Jl 



ii^Would you want to become a reader and decide which books receive awards like the 



Newbery Medal award and the National Book Award? Why or why not? 



Challenge: Most states have organizations that give awards to children's books. Often, 
students can vote on the books they think should win their state's award. Do you know the 
name of the award given in your state? Find out what books have won the award and how 
you can participate in the selection process. Your teacher or school librarian can help you. 
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Standards Focus: Historical Context 



You'll read about some interesting things in Holes. The information below will help you build 
the background context for your reading. 

Under Water? 

Holes takes place in west Texas. If you ever go to that area of the country, you'll notice 
something about the landscape: it's flat — very flat and very dry. That's why it's so hard to 
imagine that it was once at the bottom of an immense sea. 

Of course, the sea is long gone. It existed about ninety-four million years ago during the X 
Cretaceous Era. During this time, continents shifted and the oceans rose. The inland se^> 
that existed during the Cretaceous Era covered the entire central portion of the United 
States. Finally, after several million years, the sea dried up and left behind land masses that 
still exist today. It also left behind clues about its past in the form of fossils and large flat 
areas, including the land that is now west Texas. x 

What Makes a Desert a Desert? Vv^ 

When you think of a desert, do you imagine vast sand dunes, hot w^Jds, and few plants? 
Not all deserts are sandy — or even hot. An area is considered a desert if it receives less 
than ten inches of precipitation a year. Precipitation is moisture that drops from the sky in 
the form of rain or snow. Oi^' 

The hottest desert in the world is the Sahara in Africa where you'll find sand and hot 
temperatures. As a matter of fact, the world's hottest temperature was recorded there: 



136°F. The largest desert in the world is Anjj^ica where you'll find plenty of ice and 



temperatures as low as -130°F. t\v 



Famous Shoes 

How much would you pay for your favorite sports or movie celebrity's shoes? If you are a 
fan of the movie The Wizard ofOz, you might be surprised to learn that in 2000, a pair of 
ruby slippers worn in the film was auctioned off for $666,000! When you read Holes, you'll 
learn that Stanley is accused of stealing a pair of famous (and smelly!) shoes that were to 
be auctioned to benefit a homeless shelter. The used shoes of baseball player Clyde 
Livingston were expected to earn $5,000 in the auction. 

Juvenile G^ention 

What happens when kids break the law? Depending on the state and the crime, kids may 
be sent to a jail for kids — often called juvenile detention. However, since the 1980s "boot 
camps" have become a more and more common alternative to sending kids to a juvenile 
detention center. 



The kinds of camps vary, but many are out in the country and away from city life. While they 
are at the camp, kids participate in physical work and "character-building" activities. Some 
adults think that a "boot camp" can help kids change their behavior by making them work 
hard and eventually decide on a better way of life. 

There is quite a bit of controversy surrounding these camps, though. Several kids have 
been injured or have even died in the camps. Not all lawmakers think this is the best way to 
have troubled kids serve their punishment or learn how to follow the law. 
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Name Period 

Standards Focus: Exploring Expository Writing — Historical Context 

Directions: After reading the Historical Context article on page 8, answer the following 
questions. 

1 . Besides a lack of precipitation, what else do you know about desert life? Choose an 
animal or plant that you know lives in a desert. What features or characteristics does it 
have that helps it to live in such an extreme environment? 



4* 



2. Would you be willing to pay thousands of dollars for a pair of shoes a celebrity wore? 

shoe 
n^\/1 



Why do you think someone would? Whose shoes would you want to have and why? If 
you wouldn't want a celebrity's shoes, explain^v^^ 



si 



3. Rs^ou agree or disagree with sending kids to a "boot camp" as punishment for a crime? 
C^VExplain why you think it is or isn't a good idea. 
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Name Period 

Standards Focus: Elements of Fiction 

What makes a story a story? 

You will find four basic elements to every story: character, plot, setting, and theme. 

Character: Every story has to have a character or characters in it. If you've ever read 
Charlotte's Web, you know that a character in a story doesn't have to be human. Great 
novels have memorable characters that seem so real that you might want to actually meet 
them someday. 

J> 

1 . Think of a story you've read that has a character that is not human. What was the title of 
the story, and who was the character? What did you like about the character? ♦^y' 





2. Think of a character from a book you have read who seemed so real you would want to 
meet him or her one day. Write the name of the character, plus one or two sentences 
explaining how that character seemed real to you and why you would want to meet him 
or her. 



Why is it to an author's advantage to create characters in his or her story that seem real 
to the reader? 

^ 



5T 

Somel 



Plot: Something has to happen in order for a story to take place. This is called the plot of a 
story. The plot includes all the events of a story. Imagine a story about you walking to 
soccer practice. That's a story, right? It would be pretty boring, though, if you were just 
walking along and nothing happened. 

But what if a spacecraft landed on the sidewalk in front of you, and an alien rolled down the 
window and invited you for a ride to the planet Qwerty? Should you go or is soccer practice 
more important? 

Now the story gets interesting. Now there is a plot, or action, and the story has conflict— 
should you stay or should you go? Conflict is the part of the plot that makes the story 
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exciting, scary, or sad. It helps the plot move along, with twists and turns that make a boring 
story an adventure or mystery. Most novels have several different kinds of conflicts. 

4. Describe a conflict you might have as you try to decide to go to Qwerty or stay on Earth. 
In other words, what would stand in your way of immediately jumping on the spacecraft 
and leaving forever? 



Setting: Where and when does the story take place? Every story has to happen 
somewhere. For example, the setting of an alien spacecraft or the planet Qwerty woulcr be 
very important. Other times, where the story takes place isn't as important as when it takes 
place. However, it is important to pay attention to both the when and where of a story's 
setting. 



e in \4 



5. What differences would you expect to find in a story that takes place in 1492 and 
another story that takes place in 2492? Write your answer belc© 

# 



1? 



W 

Theme: What is the message or main idea of a novel? Thinking about theme is a little like 
figuring out a puzzle. The author doesn't usually end the novel by directly telling the reader 
the message of the story; the reader must figure it out. Because novels are usually 
complicated and have several characters and conflicts, there may be more than one theme 
to a novel. \J 

1 ' 

Themes are usually big ideas like: loyalty to family is important; do the right thing even if no 
one else does; sac^^^/and work hard for your dreams; stand up for what you believe in. 

Sometimes, ft's Caly to confuse theme with a story that has a moral. A moral is the story's 
lesson, but a theme can be thought of as a universal truth — something that people agree is 
important to all humans. 

Think of a story or novel you enjoyed reading or hearing. Think about the message the 
story was trying to convey to you. For example, one of the themes of the story of Cinderella 
might be: People who are good, kind, and unselfish will ultimately reap the benefits of their 
behavior. Another theme for the story of Cinderella might be: You can only be who you are. 
Pretending to be someone you are not may fool people for a little while, but in the end, the 
truth will come out. 

6. What was the main message (theme) of a story you recently enjoyed? 
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Standards Focus: Elements of Fiction 

Comprehension Check 

Directions: Use the article about the elements of fiction on pages 10 and 11 to complete 
the activity below. 

1 . List the four elements of fiction, then write a short definition for each, 
a. 



b. 



c. 



d. 



£3 



^ 

2. Think of a fairy tale like "Goldilocks and the Three Bears," "The Three Little Pigs," or 
"Little Red Riding Hood." Complete the chart below, reviewing the elements of fiction in 
a story. Go back to the article if you need he|gj£> 



Character: Who are the characters in theOv 
story? 


Plot: What happens in the story? 


Theme: What might the theme for the fairy 
tale be? *V 


Setting: Where does the story take 
place? When does the story take place? 


In a fairy tale, you might find a moral. If 
there is a moral, write it here. 


What is one of the conflicts of the story? 
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Activating Prior Knowledge— Before Reading 

Directions: Before reading Holes, complete the activity below. Choose the side that 
applies to you and answer the questions in just that column. If you have been to more than 
one camp, pick your favorite camp experience. You may write your answers in bullet points 
or phrases. Use a separate piece of paper if you need more room. 



1 Have Been to a Summer Camp 


1 Haven't Been to a Summer Camp 


Where was the camp? 


Where do you imagine the camp would be? 


What did the camp look like? 


What do you think the camp would look like? 


How long did you stay? 


How long would you like to stay at the 
camp?. 

<> 


Vvlldl KlllUb Ul llllllyb UlU yUU UO; ^rUl d bldl 

next to your favorite activity.) , <vv 


Vvlldl KlllUb Ul llllligb WUUIU yUU IIKU IU UU: 

(Put a star next to your favorite activity.) 


What kinds of fc^^l^fyou eat? 

^ 


What kinds of foods would you eat there? 


Why did you go to camp? 


Why would you go to camp? 


What was the name of the camp? 


What would you name the camp you'd want 
to attend? 
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Activating Prior Knowledge— Before Reading 

Directions: Imagine you are at the camp you've described on the previous page. In the 
space below, write a letter home describing your first day at camp. Include details about 
what you've done so far, where you will be sleeping, the food you've had, and the people 
you've met. 

Follow the correct format for a friendly letter (shown in the illustration below). For the return 
address, you can make up a camp address. 



Salutation, 

Body of the letter 



Return address (line 1) 
e2) 



Return address (line 2) .v£' 



Date 



Closing\AJ 
Signature 



.gnat. 
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Holes 

Vocabulary List 

Directions: Use a dictionary to find the meanings of the following vocabulary words from 
Holes. Your teacher will direct you to do this lesson either as you read each chapter, or as 
a pre-reading activity. Whatever method your teacher chooses, be sure to keep this list and 
the definitions for use in vocabulary activities and to study for quizzes and tests. 



Chapters 1-5 

stifling 

obstacle 

ratios 

descendants 

perseverance 

desolate 

premises 

canteen 

Chapters 6-8 

scarcity 

humiliating 

despicable 

vibrations 

defective 

preposterous 

grimaced 

Chapters 9-14 

scowled 

intensity 

awesome 

arced 

fossilized 

bulge 

pried <oV 
obvic 



Chapters 15-21 

pitchfork 
excavated 
paranoid 
sprawled 
presumably 
penetrating 
writhed 

Chapters 22 - 28 

afflict 
spewed 
grotesque 
resent 
concoctions 
quivering 
sparinglu^ 



dChapte 
umid 
elirious 
depriving 
deftly 
lopsided 



rs 29 - 34 



Chapters 35 - 41 

resist 
protruding 

defy .NrJO- 
increments 

wrenchingLifO 
precipice^ 
contritely 
c^jaminate 

>sPchapters 42 
fugitive 
evicted 
recapture 
inexplicable 
budge 
initiate 
rigid 

strenuous 



-46 



Chapters 47 

legitimate 

detainees 

jurisdiction 

pursuant 

indefinitely 

justification 

incarcerated 

neutralizes 



-50 



Challenge Activity: For each vocabulary word, 1 ) find the part of speech and definition as it 
is used in the context of the novel, 2) use the word in an original sentence, 3) draw a picture 
that represents the word and its definition. 
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Allusions and Unique Expressions 

Chapters 1-5 

"The Warden owns the shade": The Warden controls everything in the camp. 

"You're not in the Girl Scouts anymore": A warning that this camp won't be fun and games. 

Girl Scouts: an organization dedicated to building girls' character and real-world skills 

"You'll be buzzard food in three days": Buzzards feed off dead animals, so he is telling them 
to watch out what they do, or they may just end up dead. He is trying to scare the boys. X 

Chapters 6-8 ♦Yy 

"Myra's head is as empty as a flowerpot": Myra isn't a smart girl. ^Cv^ 

sty 

Chapter 9 -14 y x 

The rec/wreck room: "Rec room" is an abbreviation for recreation room.<^he homophone 
"wreck" implies the room is ruined. v\0 

scared senseless: Someone is so scared that he can't think straight or make sense out of 
anything . <A> A 

Chapters 15-21 

understuffed chair: A comfortable chair is often called "overstuffed" if it's soft and inviting. 
An understuffed chair would then be the opposite - hard and uncomfortable. 

Chapters 22 - 28 i<[v N ^ 

"Where's the loot?": Loot is a slang tejjriylV money or treasure. 

Chapters 29 - 34 O 

mirage: In the desert, travelers often see what looks like water in the distance, but as the 
person gets closer to it, the image seems to disappear. This is caused from the rising heat 
off the desert floor, ^^v^ 

Chapters 35 - 

"That quack wanted to put leeches on her stomach": A "quack" is a slang term for a "doctor" 
who doesn't know what he's doing. Many years ago, doctors thought leeches (blood- 
sucking worms) would suck the bad blood from sick people, making them better. 

Chapters 42 - 46 

sundial: A sundial shows the time by casting a shadow from the sun onto a special clock. 
Chapters 47 - 50 

"What in tarnation?": An expression that shows surprise. The word "tarnation" might be 
used instead of swearing. 



©2010 Secondary Solutions LLC 



- 16- 



Holes Literature Guide 



Name 



Period 



Standards Focus: Note-Taking and Summarizing - 
Sample 

Directions: As you read Holes, you will be completing Note-Taking and Summarizing 
Charts to help you remember the events of each chapter. There are two types of Note- 
Taking and Summarizing Charts to help you record information — one looks like the graphic 
organizer below, and the other looks like the graphic organizer on the next page. As you 
read, complete the chart using bullet points or phrases, as shown in the sample charts using 
the story of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. Once you have completed the four squares, 
make a prediction about what will happen in the next chapter(s) or later in the novel. v 



Chapter One: 
Snow White and the Queen 





1 Plot Events 


• The castle 


• The queen is looking in her mirror and 
asks the magic mwor who the fairest 
person is 

• The mirror responds that it is Snow 
White\£v^ 

• The queen is angered and plans her 
revenge 


Characters Involved 


Conflict (Problems) 


• the queen .^J 

• the talking mirroivV ^ 


• Snow White versus the Queen — the 
Queen wants Snow White dead so that 
the Queen can be the "fairest one of all." 


Prediction. 1 think the queen will try to kill Snow White, but somehow she will survive. 
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Standards Focus: Note-Taking and Summarizing - 
Sample Flashback 

As mentioned on the previous page, you'll notice that some graphic organizers for Holes 
look like the one below. These chapters contain important background information that help 
to better understand the current plot. For these chapters, complete the chart with any 
information given as background information, or events that occurred before the plot of the 
story began . 



Background Story 



Chapter Two: 

Snow White Lost in the Woods 



Setting 


Characters 


Plot & Conflicts 


• the castle 

• when Snow 
White was a 
little girl 


• Snow White's father 

• Snow White's mother 


• The king, queen and Snow White 
lived happily Ox 

• Snow White's mother suddenly died 
and then the king married the evil 
queen who hated Snow White 


Current Story _\^r 




Plot Events 



Snow White has been taken deep into 
/>Vne forest and abandoned 
-^She wanders around, thinking of happier 
times 



• Snow White 


• She is afraid and doesn't know what to 
do and night is coming 

• She needs to think of a way to stay safe 
from the elements of the woods 


Prediction: 1 think Snow White will find help. Maybe she'll find someone to help her or find 
a cave to live in. 
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Chapters 1—5 

Standards Focus: Note-Taking and Summarizing — Chapters 1-3 

Directions: To help you remember the events of the story as as you read, complete the 
graphic organizer below. You may find it helpful to write your answers as bullet points or 
phrases. In the last box, be sure to make a prediction about what you think may happen in 
the next chapter or later in the story. 



Chapters 1-3 






o 




Prediction: 
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Standards Focus: Note-Taking and Summarizing — Chapters 4-5 

Directions: To help you remember the events of the story as you read, complete the 
graphic organizer below. You may find it helpful to write your answers as bullet points or 
phrases. In the last box, be sure to make a prediction about what you think may happen in 
the next chapter or later in the story. 





Chapters 4-5 




..<\< 












Prediction: 
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Chapters 1—5 

Comprehension Check Questions 

Directions: Answer the following questions to help guide your understanding of the events 
in each chapter. Write your answers in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper. 

Chapter 1 

1 . Where is Camp Green Lake and what is it like there? 

2. Based on the statement "the Warden owns the shade" what kind of person do you think 
the Warden is? v 

3. How should campers treat the rattlesnakes and scorpions? 

4. What is the worst thing that can happen at Camp Green Lake? Why? 

5. Explain why the narrator makes this warning to the readers at the beginning^Qhe book. 

Chapter 2 O^P 

1 . Who goes to Camp Green Lake and why? \ 

2. What choice did the judge give Stanley Yelnats? ^ r>J^ 

3. Draw a conclusion about what Stanley might think the camp ^>(ke- 

Chapter 3 :K) 



1. Describe Stanley Yelnats. . ^S> 

2. What is unusual about Stanley's name? 

3. What does Stanley's father do? What is his current project? 

4. What is the family joke about the no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-great-great- 
grandfather? *2r 

5. What happened to Stanley's great-grandfather, the first Stanley Yelnats? 

6. Analyze Stanley's "luck." Does Stanley really have bad luck or does he deserve to be at 
the camp? 

Chapter 4 

1. Who is Mr. Sir? t ' 

2. Write two unusual things about Mr. Sir. 

3. The bus driver tells Mr. Sir "Nine hours here and now nine hours back." Mr. Sir then 
shows Stanley the outside of the camp. From this, what can you infer about the camp? 

4. According to Mr. Sir, what will Stanley's days be like at camp? 

5. Analyze Mr. Sir's statement when he says, "You're not in the Girl Scouts anymore"? 

Chapter 5 

l.^Who is Mr. Pendanski? 

V|2*What ' s the one rule Mr. Pendanski tells Stanley he must obey? 

3. Who are the other boys in tent D? 

4. What does Mr. Pendanski say about Zero? 

5. What do the boys call Mr. Pendanski? Why do you think they call him that? 

6. Evaluate Armpit's behavior. Why do you think he got so angry with Stanley when he 
called him Theodore instead of Armpit? 
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Chapters 1—5 

Standards Focus: Character Map of Relationships 



Keeping track of characters in a novel can be tricky. Use the relationship map to 
help you remember the characters and how they connect in the story. 

Directions: Use the graphic organizer below to identify the characters you've met 
so far in Hoies. Write one or two key words in each box that describe the character. 
If the character has a strong and important connection to Stanley, draw a solid line 
between the boxes. If the character has a weak connection, draw a dotted line. If ^ 
there is no connection between the characters, don't draw a line. An example hQ^& 



been done for you. 



Be sure that you keep this chart so that you can come back and add names to the 



empty boxes as you read more of the book. 



Stanley's great-great- 
grandfather 



Mr. Pendanski 

• The counselor for tent 
D 

• Has a dark, curly beard 



Kissin' Kate Barlow 



The Warden 



Stanley Yelnats 

• Overweight 

• Has bad luck 



Stanley's great- 
grandfather 



Stanley's father 




The boys in tent D 
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Choose two relationships that you identified on the character map as having a strong 
connection with Stanley. You drew a solid line between the boxes. Explain your 
reason for making the strong connection between the two. An example has been 
done for you. 

Example: The relationship between Stanley and Mr. Pendanski is strong because 
Mr. Pendanski is the counselor for his tent. I think Stanley will see him often and 
have many conversations with him. 

1 . The relationship between Stanley and is string 

because »v0 

— 



2. The relationship between Stanley and Qs> is strong 

because 



J? 

Now choose one relationship that you identified on the character map as having a 
weak connection. You drew a dotted line between these characters. Explain why 
you chose that as a weaker relationship below. 

3. The relationship between Stanley and is weak 

because ^ ^ 



4^ 
Explair 



4. Are^tl^gje any relationships that you think will change throughout the book? 
ain your answer. 
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Chapters 1—5 

Assessment Preparation: Using Hyphens, Colons, and Semicolons 

There are three punctuation marks that you can use to add power to writing: 

> the hyphen (-) 

> the colon (:) 

> the semicolon (;) 

Each of these punctuation marks has a special function in writing. £ 
Use the hyphen: 

1 . to separate words by syllables: be-gin 

2. to separate two or more adjectives that work together to modify a no^pr 
chocolate-covered marshmallow yv 

3. to write out the numbers twenty-one to ninety-nine 

4. for some compound nouns: mother-in-law, merry-go-round (Hint: If you're not 
sure if a compound noun has a hyphen or not, check the dictionary.) 

5. for words that begin with ex: ex-president * <z!y 

6. between a prefix that ends with a vowel and a base word that begins with a 
vowel: re-enter rS. 

7. to join a letter to a word: T-shirt, X-ray Or 

Use the colon: ♦ Ocv 

1 . to introduce a list: We purchased supplies for the camping trip: fishing poles, a 
tent, and cookies. oR 

2. in writing the time: 8:04 

3. to show a ratio: 5:1 t ' 

4. after the salutation informal letter: Dear Sir: 

5. to introduce an important piece of information, fact or question: There is one 
thing you don't want to do with your homework: set it near my baby brother. 

Use the s&riy^fon: 

1 . to connect two independent clauses: Bob watched the ping-pong match intently; 
he is a skilled player. 

2. ^hen you are writing a series that contains commas: / purchased three ping- 
pong paddles with extra padding on the handles; four ping-pong balls in neon 
colors; and three large bags of apples, oranges, and lemons for the tournament. 
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Part I: Practice using the rules for hyphens, colons, and semicolons with the 
sentences below. Rewrite the sentence using the correct punctuation on the lines 
provided. Use the hint in parentheses to help you decide which type of punctuation 
you need. There may be more than one "fix" in each sentence. 

1 . The ping pong match was between an angry looking boy and a well dressed bear, 
(hyphen) 



. 

2. We thought we were early when we arrived at the park at 123 pm thej^£jjj§Cnad 
already started, (colon & semicolon) 

— 

3. Edgar had been wondering about his exteacher, Mr. Smith, when he ran into him 
at the preopening ceremonies for the new movie theater, (hyphen) 





4. On Saturdays, Mara likes to spend time with her thirty two cats all of them are 
named Fluffy. (semicolC|iT^h^phen) 



5. We gathered the supplies for our family trip a backpack, lunchbox, and compass 
for Br^c^SPtoloring book, crayons, and markers for Susie and crossword puzzles 
l^d^, magazines, and a pack of gum for Gwen. (semicolon & colon) 

# 



6. On our trip, we plan to visit Dallas, Texas Los Angeles, California and Roswell, 
New Mexico, (semicolon) 
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